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YIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE, SUPERTHTINDINT'S QUm‘QI‘“‘Rb HABS No.

Location:

Preeent Owner:

Present Qccupant:

Present Use:

Significance:

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History

1.

2.
3

4.

5.

6.

HISTORIC A<ERICAN BUILDINGS SJRvEY‘-' i

On north side of street bounding north side of V M.I. :
Parade Ground Lexmgton Virginia : pE S

State of Virginia
General and Mrs. George R. E. Shell
Home of the Superintendent of V.M.I.

"Davis's project for the V.M.I, was the first comprehensive.
one in the Gothic style actually to be built in this country
The style differed radically from preceding ecademic building
elsevhere in being almost wholly mibitary ... This choi_ce.__fcf‘_
Medievel military architecture for the new Institute in
Virginia obviously set the tone for ell later censtructiou a_
West Point, at V.M,I, itself, and other such quasi-militarv
schoolsg. " This is the only bdbuilding in the original gmu‘o
that was not destroyed by General Hunter in 1864
(Newton, Town and Davis, Architects}-

Thi s house was bullt for and has alwa,rs been owned by the -._  
State of Virginia

Date of srTection: started in 1860, fizisned in: 186'2_
Alexander Jeckson Davis, Architect

Originael first floor plan and watercolor sketch of froat
elevation in metmnolitan huseum of Art, New York Git:r

Thiz building iz called "Executive Mansion" on Davis's :
plans. Five drawings of preliminasry studies of the first
floor plens, two drewinga of second floor plans, and cne - .
front elevetion are owned by v.i.I. snd are on deposit in

the V,¥,I. library,

Zullders, Suppliers < unknewn

otes on alterations and additions:
1914 - House was dismantled and re-erected 104 vardis northe-
west of original location. Original second-floor gallery'-'
around two-story entrance hall was eliminated by flooring.

over the cpen space and meking a beemed ceiling over downstai
hall, : . _ R
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SUPERINTENDENT'S QUARTERS
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1924 - Extensive improvements were made under supervision

of Carmeal and Johnson, srchitects and engineers of Ric_hmond,_"
Virginia.

1931 ~ Administrative offices were movéd from east wing of -
superintendent's Quarters to zngineering Building, TFooms,
thus vacated were converted to living quarters and a guest
auite, '
1954 ~ house was completely renovated, floors and walls
strengthened, some wooden floors replaced. Fireproofing pro=
visions were made at this time.
Numerous small changes have been made from time to time to
carry out ideas of various occcupants.

Historicsl events and persons assocliated with the structure.

As the home of the head of this college, this building has been -

the scene of many social functiona attended by internationally
promiment dignitaries.

Sources of information:

Col. Wm, Couper 10D Years at V.M.I,

Newton, Town snd Davig, Architects -
Interview - Col., Carter Hanes, v.}.I, Business i:anager

Prepared by Gillie Williams Cem;:bell_
February 27, 1969 '

ARCEITECTURAL INFORMATION

Ceneral otatement

1.

House consists of basement, two stories, 1 mom on third:
floor of sach of two towers, 2 bays where octagonal rooms ex-
tend beyond front of building, Overall condition of fabrie -
is excellent, : e

Technical description of zxterior

1.

2.

3.

Overall dimensions: 119-1/2' wide, 28'8" deep

Foundations: Built in 1914 when house was moved tc vresent
location. <=Sxcavation went down to limestone Iock Hand- o
mixed concrete foundation walls, 2' thick, '

Wall comstruction: brick above basement level, stuccoed. ("1oat
finish}, plastered inside., 177 thick. Walls are masonry
covered with stucco.,  Rear of building is exposed briek,
vainted. ' '
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SUPERINTENDENT'S QUARTERS
HABS No. VA-901 {(Page 3)

Porches: Front porch is 1 etory high, extending between
two baye, all wood snd curved in plam. Supports are posts of
wood, bracketed, handcarved detail. Reer porch is semi-
circular, two etory from basement level, second floor level
opening off drawing room. ©Small porches off kitchen and

dining room. all in excellent condition.

Six chimmeys, all concealed.

411 exterior doors and windows are probebly original, white
pine, painted. Shepe ard glezing of windows conforme to Gothic
style - diamond shaped panee.

Roo?f:

a., flat, built-up, pitch end slag on wings, towers, and
portions of rear porch roof, section over curved wall is tin.
b. Ezpoeed cornice is worked into etucco with offset dentals
eupporting the parapets which contain embrasuree and concrete
coping. Urenellated perapet with concrete coping. 4All windows
have pointed arch lasbels over them, trisngular in sectiomn.

C. Technicel Description of Interior

1.

-

Stairways: one from basement %o first floor, two from first to
second floor, one in each tower from second to third floor.
Simple turmed spindlee, two to a treed, handrail and newel
walnut, octagonal newel.

Flooring: woodsubfloor on wood joists, over which was laid
finish floor, tongue end groove, edge grein, face nailed,
Floor probably not original,

Wall and ceiling finish - nlagter on gtud with wood lathes,
tearing walls ere brick, plsstered on inside, 13" thieck.
Cornice in drawing room is denticulated classic wood cor-
ntce, ulsesic wood cornices in west parlor also., Jlassic
cornice with nall of Troy moulding in dining room. rine
Gothic cornice in library.

Librery hae wood bookceees, interior blinds, cebinets be-
tween windows. Terlor bay also has interior blinds,

Doorways end windows: six-panel doors, flat panele, 4-center
pointed arch top, wood trim, «indows: double-hung sesh, wood
interior trim, dismond and rectangular nanes, DLouble front
door, half glazed, with lozenge panes, 2 flet panels below on
each leaf about 12' high,

Herdware: doors have mortlised locks, white china knobs, steel
butts.
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7. Heating: fireplsce in every room originelly. 411 fireplaces

are stili usable except those in zuest suite (originally ad-

: minigtrative offices) now closed up, wntire house now heated

‘. with steam, radiators.

0. BSITE and Surroundings

The house was built ozriginally =bout 104 yards south of its
present location - when the parade ground was enlarged, the
house was dismantled and re-erected facing the street whieh
eireles the parade ground. dhere are no outbuildines ... there
is no record of the original planting.

Edited for HABS by Druscilla J. Null August, 1983

See also: Lyle, Royster, Jr. and Simpson, Pamela. The Architecture of Historic
Lexington. Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, 1977.




